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WAR DEPARTMENT 
o f f ic e  o f the Chief o f S ta ff 
Military In te lligen ce Branch
'*■ WASH ISOTON *
J une 29th, I9 ia .
REPORT; Negro situation in  northeast Washington and 
a c t iv it ie s  o f Lawyer Emanuel M. Hewlett.
the
have Investigated the 
gton and a c t iv it ie s  o f 
Pullman, Col.Neely and 
ile Colored c itizens o f
reported Negro situation m  nor 
Lawyer Hewlett. Have conferred 
cant.Much o f provost guard, and 
the D is tr ic t.
I  find that the reported unrest was not in  the northeast 
section hut in the Georgetown section. The situation is  not 
acutely j erious and is  la rge ly  the loose and ignorant talk preva­
len t among the lower Claeses. Numerous tales o f rais-treatment o f 
Colored s o ld ie rs ,fr ic t io n  between the races (a li unfounded) are 
being fre e ly  circulated and causing this unrest. The sourcesof 
these tales should be run down. There nave been several incidents 
o f race trouble which are ind icative o f nothing but that there has 
been a large addition to the ignorant classes o f the D is tr ic t in 
the past year.
E.M.Hewlett is a Negro lawyer o f  long residence m  the c ity .
He is  veil 'Known by citizens o f the D istrict,both  whits and colored 
and is  generally respected.He has been fo r  years a r  d ica l on race 
matters and ha3 expresses his views fre e ly  m  public gatherings. He 
has particu larly  c r it ic iz ed  the police administration. He is  an 
emotional end f ie r y  speaker and has fa iled  to use proper caution 
and judgment m  his utterances. Representations were made to him 
by a reputable and re lia b le  Colored c it izen  to whom he expressed 
surprise that any complaints had been made as to h ie conduct and 
speech. He gave assurances that he was whole-heartedly loyal to 
the United states and anxious to assist his country m  the successful 
prosecution o f the war; that he wished to do a n  m  hie power to 
assist the authorities m  the mamtamence o f law and order in the 
D is tr ic t. He stated th t he hr<d not in any way attempted to s t ir  
up trouble among the Colored peooie o f the c ity . He promised that 
herea fter he ould bw careful not to give furtJ er cause fo r  any 
complaint as to his actions or speech.
This is  evidently a case o f radical and thoughtless speech.
The reoorted trouble in  Negro sections cannot be traced to the 
a c t iv it ie s  or utterances o f Hewlett. I am o f the opinion that no 
further apprehension need be f e l t  concerning Hewlett.
c 0 P Y. Lieut.
